In studying the Yoruba conception of death, we have come to view scholarship as requiring more than the mere collection of rituals, proverbs and myths, the more so since collected Yoruba beliefs about death indicate that binary oppositions are an essential component of their structure. of the above myth requires a recognition of the crucial distinction between market and home, a polar opposition which in the myth is indicative of consensus and conflict. This opposition is expressive of the union of cosmology and intellect that is evident in such Yoruba proverbs as:
(The world is a market, heaven is home) (If the Death at home does not kill, the one outside the home is powerless to do so).
There may be metaphysical conception of death, but it is also viewed in social terms in the association of Death or the after life with the home. In our view, the polar opposition of home-market constitutes a fundamental paradigm from which the assumptions that death at home is more powerful thatn death outside and that death is connected to the market are derived. In this paper, it is assumed that the social structure gives rise to the world of symbols.4 4
The understanding of the symbolic system must then depend on the examination of the social system from which the symbols are created. Our study is based upon a number of Yoruba proverbs and myths collected in field trips from August 1985 to July 1986. The collection illuminates our central concern: the attempt to reveal an indigenous conception of death with its attendant ramifications for the construction of social order. In pursuing this objective, we do not intend to look at the various events concerned with dying and burial ceremonies.
Rather, our interest is in a thought system in which metaphoric associations give coherence to the meaning of death. 
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